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Executive Comments  By  Bill Ellis 
The February meeting was well attended given the bad weather.  There was good discussion and great interest in the club’s 
activities.   Then we ended the meeting to move on to take a look at the toys and literature that people brought.  It really was a 
very good meeting.   
The meeting in March will be the presentation of the Bug-Me video.  Ladies we will also have a side meeting were we will be 
creating hand crafted cards for Mary Jo to use when she sends out letters from the club.   
 
This following is a summary of the subjects covered in the video:   
VALVE ADJUSTMENT  

CLUTCH ADJUSTMENT  
FAN BELT REPLACEMENT AND ADJUSTMENT  
SPARK PLUGS  

DISTRIBUTOR  
CARBURETOR MAINTENANCE  
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
 
We start with the oil change showing the convenient oil change pans for recycling oil.  
We move on to the tune up where we examine the plugs and check the compression. Then we replace the points and condenser 
and examine the vacuum advance. Now we show the different distributors and go into some detail to show exactly how to set the 
timing. We show how to solve some common carburetor problems and adjust. Next we carefully demonstrate how to adjust the 
valves using several close-ups for detail. We show how to replace and adjust the fan belt. We show how to adjust the clutch and 
finish by explaining and demonstrating the brake adjustment.  

 
 
For the meeting in April we will have Bonnie and Bob in to discuss Car Appraisals.  Our guests operate McKay Appraisals.  Then in 
May we will follow with a visit from a representative from Hagerty Insurance.  Just think, when we get done we will be ready to roll 
our valuable classic  cars out on the highway.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KKeeyyNNootteess  

Next Meeting: 7PM, March 17th at the Rose Garden.  Wear Green!!! 

Thanks by Mike Lannan 
I want to briefly thank all who have been contributing to the newsletter, lately. It seems we have reached a new high in 
interesting, enjoyable contributions. Mike Hausner’s series on his dune buggy build continues in April. Austin Swanson 
forwarded the travel piece, Amerikander that appears in this newsletter.  Al Schuessler continues to keep us in touch with our 
history as a VW Club, and there are so many more.  Feel free to share your voice and unique perspective with your fellow 
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Classified Ads  

Wanted:  Parts for 1965 dune buggy; gas tank, carburetor, master cylinder, 
windshield frame, and aftermarket seats. Contact Bob at 716-523-1491 
For Sale: 1998 New Beetle, 61000 miles, good condition, 5 speed, $3500. Contact 
Donna at 716-931-5940 
For Sale: best offer; Beetle auto-stick shift trans, believed to be in good condition.  
Call Bev at 716-837-6294 
For Sale: One pair lft & rt super beetle front fenders.71-73. New old stock, made in 
W. Germany, from VW dealer in early 80's. Excellent condition. $175 ea, $300 pr. 
Also same as above except fits 74-79 super. $185 ea, $350 pr. Phone Jim 716-856 
2204 or e-mail jimbo65roach@yahoo.com  
For Sale:    Adjustable Beam axle housing for ball joint front end.   Housing only 
can send pictures via e-mail.  Used.    No rust but needs some cosmetic 
work.  Asking $40.00    Mike Hausner 585-765-2788 
Wanted: I need a drivers side upper trailing arm for a ball joint front end.   If you have 
one in good shape and you want to part with it, let me know what you want for it.     
 e-mail at: mikehausner@aol.com     Mike Hausner:    (585) 765-2788,         
For Sale: Parts for ’59 Beetle. Contact Larry Erb 716-818-4926 
For Sale:1971 Beetle in very good condition. Please call Ricardo Rivera at 716-336 
8590 
Wanted: Chassis and engine for 1969-1974 Beetle. Good condition or easily 
repairable, Will take only chassis or a complete car to disassemble. Will pay $50 
finders fee for info leading to a successful purchase. Contact Ray Vanni at 716-337-
2206 or cell 716-481-9982.. 
For Sale: Collector-owned, mid engine sporty coupe, two seater, 38,000 miles, 
stored inside for 16 years, new brakes, shocks, and tires, ’87 Pontiac. Contact Ray at 
716-337-2206 or cell 716-481-9982. 
Wanted: Wanted: memorabilia from any local Volkswagen dealers - Batavia, 
Rochester, Niagara Falls, Jamestown, etc.  Old photos, sales promotions, license 
frames, posters, tools, signs, etc.  I have two plastic Kelly's license frames that I 
will trade for other dealer items.  Phone Bob at 716-795-3569 or email 
Busnutbob@gmail.com  
For Sale: Seatcovers, aftermarket patterns -usually plaid vinyl in the center, and solid 
vinyl around the edges. $99 per car includes hogrings. Available for ’65 Beatle (blue), 
’70 Beatle ( black or red), Karmann-Ghia (orange), American cars with bench seats 
(1949-1980). Contact Ken Weinstein 716-689-6888 (nights) or e-mail 
KMW57@hotmail.com. 
SERVICE OFFERED: Line boring service for all Type 1 style engine cases from 
40HP up. Also available air cooled and water cooled engine and transmission re-
building. Consult services also available on site or internet.  Vince Harrington 716-
693-5510. No calls after 9:30pm  
For more local classifieds check flrvwc.com, vwccny.com, and 
Johnsbugshop.com 
 

Schmitt’s Audi VW 
You’re Gonna Love Our Deals !!!! 

5255 Genessee Street (half mile east of Transit Rd.) 
716-683-3343 

New Car Sales, Certified Pre-Owned, Service, Collision Repair 
and Parts 
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INTERNATIONAL VOLKSWEEKEND  by Al Schuessler 

 
In the late 1950’s VW Beetles and associated models were selling faster than a prairie fire burning across the 
Great Plains.  Groups of owners were soon banding together to form local clubs to share their enthusiasm for 
these unique vehicles.  The European Sports Car movement was in full swing and the VW possessed some of the 
drivability attributes of the early sports cars with enough room to serve as the family car. 
 
 One such club, the Volkswagen Club of Western New York was chartered in the fall of 1956. Three 
fledgling clubs in upstate New York and Toronto soon networked together giving birth in 1958 to The Tri Club 
Rally. This first of four annual weekend galas was hosted by VWCWNY at the Gables Motel on route 5 in Akron [I 
believe destroyed by fire in the 60’s] with entrants participating in social/technical discussions, a major road rally 
and banquet. This annual format continued for another three years having then been hosted in Syracuse, 
Toronto and back to Buffalo in ‘61. The Clinton Aire Hotel located near the airport on Genesee St. was the host 
site. 
 
 Expanding programs and increased participation were propelling the event to a level that now required 
significant organization and planning. The Saturday evening Banquet Dinner Dance function now encompassed a 
rather elaborate entertainment program by the host club. Previously, the men of the Toronto club donned stockings 
and tutus in presenting their rendition of the “Swine Lake” ballet. Not to be outdone, the Buffalo club put on a comic 
fashion show for the ‘61 event. 
 
 International Volksweekend was inaugurated in 1962 by the Toronto club as a Tri Club Rally on steroids. 
The participating club network was expanded to include clubs from New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio as well as 
New York and Ontario. The weekend was expanded to include a Friday evening registration/welcome party. A 
variety of new activities filled the Saturday schedule concluding the day with the usual Banquet Dinner dance. 
Partying usually continued into the wee hours of the morning. The Saturday program of events changed over the 
years at the discretion of the host club. Tours of regional attractions, driving skill contests[gymkhanas], best 
decorated contests were typical offerings. After a couple years the elaborate Banquet entertainment series drew to 
a close due to the extensive effort involved. 
 
 The dawning of Sunday morning, during the early years in Toronto brought with it the “Parade”. All 
participants caravanned from VW Canada headquarters on Eglington Ave. down Yonge St. to the Exposition 
grounds. An impressive site indeed was some 50 to 80 VW’s with Police escort making their way down Yonge St. 
for the start of the rally. The rally was moved to Sunday which allowed the event to conclude in the U S to 
circumvent the Ontario blue laws of the day regarding alcohol consumption. The rally was a typical TDS event of 
approximately 150 miles followed by a Victory Awards Buffet. Trophies were presented to various event winners 
and the Top Volksweekender  Award by John Labatts Ltd. was always a coveted win. 
 
 . 
 
 

 

International Volksweekend enjoyed a 
twenty year run through 1982 when the 
automotive climate began to change. The 
Beetle was gone and interest in rallying 
and such events had waned .Host clubs 
from Toronto, London, Ottawa, Buffalo 
and Rochester sponsored this popular 
gathering of the VW faithful over the 
years. Pleasant  memories of Fun times 
with Good people are now the remaining 
legacy of International Volksweekend 
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Hospitality 
March Birthdays 
3/5   Sharon Hausner 
3/8   Andy Putzak 
3/13  Greg Zimmerman 
3/15  Tony Ricchiazzi 
3/16  Valerie Wilson 
3/23  Deborah Lanski 
3/30  Sue Barone 
 
March Anniversaries 
3/4  Kevin and Sue Waldorf 
3/10 Charlie and Muriel Daniels 
3/31 Howard and Kathy Brubaker 

If you would 
like to have 
your birthday 
and 
anniversary 
announced in 
KeyNotes, 
please contact 
Dick or Barb 
Meinhold at 
625-9555 or e-
mail 
dick5864@veri
zon.net. Only 
the day of the 
event will be 
listed unless 
requested 
otherwise.  
Thank You 

 

VWAWNY Tool Crib - Tools for loan, FREE! 
 
1) Door hinge pin press for vintage beetles and buses 
 
2) Steering wheel puller for vintage beetles and buses 
 
To borrow either of these tools, contact Bob at 716-795-3569 or email Busnutbob@gmail.com  Refundable 
deposit required; details upon request  
 

Select Eurocars 
 
 “Specialist in VW and Audi 
Automobiles”!  Sales of 1997-2007 
VW Jetta, Golf, New Beetle, Gas 
and Diesel, Audi A4, A6, Quattro. 
Factory trained technicians for AAA 
Approved Service on all front 
engine models and tremendous 
parts selection. Less than 90 
minutes away via I-90 East, exit 42, 
Right on 14S 2.9mi, left on 
Packwood Rd 3.4mi  0685 
Waterloo-Geneva Rd Rts 5 & 20 
Waterloo NY  (315)-789-9368,  
www.SelectEuroCars.com 
 

Special Request:  Ray Ball is looking for an enclosed trailer that he can use for four days in April 2010. 
Anyone who knows of one that he can beg, borrow, or steal, contact him at 716-674-4084. 
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VWAWNY Memorabilia For Sale 
Show your pride of membership in one of the best VW clubs in the USA! 
 
Car flags - $10.00 Each 
 
Flags measure approximately 14” x 11”.  They are printed with the original club logo in white over blue 
on both sides and come attached to a durable plastic mounting pole.  The mount slips over the top edge 
of an up-down window.  If you don’t have an up-down window, the base can be modified to mount by 
other methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Car badges - $10.00 Each      The oldest car accessory 
 
Badges are a top quality cloisonné finished production casting.  The original design was to be black and 
red over a gold bronze colored background signifying German flag colors, however the company made a 
few in error that have a silver background.  Both gold and silver badges are still available in limited 
quantities.  Each weighs 4.7 ounces and has a weatherproof clear epoxy finish.  Mounting choices are a 
peel-and-stick backing or a single small screw stud with washer and nut.  From my own experience I can 
tell you that the adhesive sticks very well to a flat painted surface or window.  Removal can be 
accomplished by using a heat gun, with no paint damage. 

Because of the production error, we are able to offer either of these badges to 
club members for half the actual cost of $20 each!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Decals - $.50 Each 
 
Peel and stick decals are 
made to be applied to 
the inside of your car 
window.  Available in 3” 
and 3.5” diameters. 
 

All of these items 
were purchased in 
specific minimum 
quantities.  When 
they are gone, many 
items will not be 
ordered again 
because of the 
investment required.  
To purchase any of 
the above please 
contact Bob or 
Agnes at 716-795-
3569 or email 
Busnutbob@hughes
.net 
 

Patches - $5.00 Each 
 
These high quality patches are 
embroidered with white over dark 
blue, measure 3.5” in diameter 
and can be ironed on or sewn on 
your favorite jacket, blanket, car 
cover or whatever. 
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The article on the following 3 pages is reprinted with permission from the January/February edition of 
The Transporter, the newsletter of LIMBO. It was contributed by Austin Swanson. 
 

Coming Events 
This information has been gathered from many sources. Before making any plans to attend any of these events, please confirm that the 
information is accurate, and that the event has not been changed or cancelled by contacting the website or phone number listed. 
 
March 17, 7PM Regular monthly meeting including Bug-Me videos on maintaining and repairing VW’s 
 
April 21, 7PM Regular monthly meeting including a discussion of car appraisals 
 
May 19, 7PM Regular monthly meeting with Bugs in the Garden planning and Hagerty insurance                                    
                         presentation 
 
June 16, 7PM Regular monthly meeting with Bugs in the Garden planning 
 
July 10, 9AM-2PM Bugs in the Garden at the Rose Garden. Many more details to follow 

E85 and Older Cars contributed by Greg Zimmerman 
 
The following are some thoughts on the future fuel supply in the USA written by Glenn Arlt, Hagerty Plus Concierge. 
Food for thought, so to speak  
 
 
The concern isn’t E85 being mandated, because it won’t be.  The EPA has already made this clear.  The EPA 
however, has been considering allowing something nearly as bad, however.  It is the idea of mandating E15 (15% 
ethanol) or E20 (20% ethanol) to replace the E10 (10% ethanol) which has replaced most pure gasoline now sold in 
this country.  According to logic, after reading my own daily driver car owner’s manual as well as those in my 
collector car and my wife’s daily driver – which ALL say “do not use fuels exceeding 10% ethanol” – if this happens, 
we are in trouble.  Already, as you know, small engines and marine engines as well as pre-1984 cars are all 
somewhat affected badly by E10; just imagine E15 or E20 in these vehicles.  Increased maintenance and the 
related expenses involved, seems to be the current situation for marine, collector car and small engine owners. 
  
From what I have been reading, we won’t have to worry about E15 or E20 next year because much of the corn crop 
failed due to wet and cold weather during 2009, much of the crop is still in the ground and rotting, and the ground is 
liable to be too wet in many areas to even till the land to plant more in 2010.  I suspect our larger problem is going 
to be a massive spike in food prices and even potentially food shortages in 2010, but hopefully I’m wrong. 
But the thing is; these corn growers have to be able to put in corn in order to sell it to the ethanol producers in order 
to put the ethanol in our fuel.  Of course, the powers that be may still “mandate” the E15 or even E20 and then 
import ethanol from Brazil, all the while forgetting that the excuse for moving our fuel supplies partially to ethanol 
was supposedly to decrease fuel imports.  
 



 

 

It was then that I found out their original plan of just the 

America’s has been “upgraded”.  Their original plan was to 

spend nine months on the road– go to New York and back.    

Being on the road now, for nine months, they plan to spend 

up to another year on the road.   

 

The �ew Plan: 

 

After leaving New York (they will be gone by the time you 

read this),  they plan to head south to Florida, then west 

through the southern tier of the US into California.  There, 

they will plan to transport their bus via cargo ship to Russia 

(they will have to fly).  Then the loose plan is to drive 

through countries including Russia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan 

and then head south through Georgia, Turkey, Istanbul, 

Greece, Montenegro, Bulgaria, Croatia, Italy, Belgium and 

their final destination of France where they will take 

residence in Brest which is 

Franck’ city of origin.   

 

Their time frame and route is not 

“set in stone” because the 

generosity of new (VW) friends 

who they meet via internet that 

offer hosting, can easily alter 

their route/plans.   

 

They had thought of this “world” 

plan from the start, but were not 

sure at the time, if their dream 

was too big of an undertaking.  

But now, seeing that every problem has been met with a 

solution and that they have only been met with the kindness 

of new friends along the way, they have a positive outlook 

that they can overcome any obstacle in the way.     

 

And...since they plan to reside in France, this  is a way of 

uniting their families, by way of the world with their VW 

Bus.   

 

What I was quite happy to hear about, was that Franck and 

Iris who originally bought the bus for the sole purpose of 

the trip, had the plan to sell it when their trip was over.  

They now have realized they can not part from the little bus 

that has been their residence for the last nine months.  

  

An Excerpt from their Blog:  

 

When the night comes, when we speak between us in the 

bed before we sleep, we always say that we want this trip to 

help us become better people. It's not so easy,  but the 

world shows us the way.  It's not so bad that we used to 

think (about the world being big, unfamiliar, even scary). 

Even if our newspapers always speak of the dramatic 

events that take place all around the world (do your ever 

see breaking 

news for “good” 

news?), we see 

with our own 

eyes and live 

with our own 

hearts that there 

is much beauty, 

solidarity and 

friendship in this 

world. This trip makes us feel that we're transforming our 

lives in ONE destiny and it's probably one of the prettiest 

things we have ever done.       

 

To Be Continued: 

 

Just prior to printing, the Long Island VW Club held a meet 

and greet with Franck and Iris.  Besides Brad and myself, 

fellow LiMBO members Steve 

and Maria as well as  Paul 

(author of p. 4 article) and his 

wife Kathy attended.  The club 

presented them with an official 

LIVC jacket, t-shirts and 

decals, while Brad and I 

presented them with a tote full 

of canned goods and camp 

provisions for the next leg of 

their journey.  With one week 

left on Long Island before 

heading south, a few more 

gatherings are planned with the 

Long Island VW Club.  You can read all about it, as well as 

their continued journey in the next edition of the 

newsletter.    

 

If you cant wait that long, however, you can log onto: 

www.Amerikando.com now.  There is a link their 

Facebook page as well.  There are links to view the 

merchandise they sell while on the road, and a Paypal link 

if you wish to help  sponsor their dream.   

 

Want to send correspondence? You can email them at:  

amerikando@hotmail.com, they will answer you back! 

(Continued from page 2) 

In Steve and Maria’s Eurovan to Brooklyn 

Franck vending shirts, photos, postcards  and decals at a 

car show in Mexico to help fund their trip.  Log on to 

their website to view their products. 

Franck, Iris, Brad and Andrea at LIVC meet up 
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Next Meeting March 
17th at the Rose Garden 
New Start Time 7:00PM 
Inside This Month: 
 
Executive Comments, page 1 
 
Classifieds, page 2 
 
International Volksweekend, 
page 3 
 
Hospitality, page 4 
 
E85 and Older Cars, page 6 
 
Amerikando, pages 7-9 
 
 
And the usual stuff:  
Tool Program, and  Memorabilia 
for Sale. 
 

Check out the cool VW Bus sidecar on this motorcycle.  
Picture contributed by Jim Backlas 


