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  KKeeyyNNootteess  

There will be NO July Meeting!! Come to Bugs in The 
Garden on July 11th instead 

EXECUTIVE COMMENTS 
By Bob LaPorte 
 
Just a few more days until Bugs in the Garden 2009!  
Please take time to support your club and attend our 
main event of the year!  Even better, arrive at 8:00am 
and volunteer to help with parking or other small tasks.  
Bring your VW, bring your family, bring your spare parts 
to sell or swap and have a fun day for FREE! 
 
The June meeting was a little outside the norm.  Besides 
the rainy weather, we found out just a few hours before 
the meeting that the new owners of the Rose Garden had 
the restaurant completely torn apart for remodeling.  
When we called to find out if the meeting could still be 
held there, the owner was very apologetic and did his 
best to accommodate us by opening up the back room 
and setting up coffee and soft drinks.  Considering the 
weather, we had a good turnout.  The restaurant is 
supposed to be open for regular business again by the 
middle of July.  We can only hope for the best with their 
service for BitG. 
 
The cruise to June Jitter Bug had a somewhat 
disappointing turn out!  This may have been short notice 
for some, and I know it looked like rain, but come on guys 
and girls, most VWs came equipped to drive in the rain 
too!  Tom Hall arrived in his Saturn, but at least he 
participated.  Bill and Maureen Ellis came in their recently 
completed ’73 super Beetle and a fourth couple arrived 
from Rochester with a nice light blue square back.  They 
are not VWAWNY members, but were told about the 
cruise by member Keith Park of Clifton Park, NY.  With 
such a small group we opted to take the quickest route to 
Fireman’s Park via route 190 north and the Lewiston 
Bridge 
 
The Niagara Volks Folks event headed by John 
Spironello was superb as always.  We met a lot of old 
friends and also saw a lot of VWAWNY members who 

must have been too chicken to cruise with us! Andy 
Gross, show emcee announced during the afternoon 
that the June jitter Bug set a new attendance record 
of 330 cars registered, and that it was their 20th year 
in a row with no rain.  If I remember correctly, it was 
21 years ago that the JJB show was at Sherkston 
beach and it poured!   
 
One of the highlights of this show was a beautifully 
finished sand rail powered by a real jet engine.  The 
owner did several laps of the park to wow (or deafen) 
the attendees – one comment I overheard was that 
some people have way too much time on their hands!  
To make a long story short, we had a great day with 
lots of sun, and no rain!  I hope everyone made it 
back to the US okay, Agnes and I were detained for a 
while – I guess we could have been hiding a few 
aliens under the back seat of the crew cab. 
 
Traditionally we have no regular meeting in July 
because of the club main event; if anyone is 
interested there is a great cruise night in Akron, NY 
from 6:00 to 9:00 pm with music and food served 
along Main Street.  Agnes and I will be there around 
6:00 on Wednesday July 15, our normal meeting 
night.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Publicity for BitG 
 
In case you didn’t receive the earlier e-mail, anyone 
interested in showing club support and appearing on 
channel seven news representing the Volkswagen 
Association of WNY should meet at 7 Broadcast Plaza, 
Buffalo, NY on Tuesday, July 7, 2009 at 5:15 pm !  Arriving 
in your VW is a great idea, but there is very limited space 
to show cars on the news during the evening outdoor 
patio weather report.  Paul Williamson will  announce the 
BitG event in front of his '73 VW Beetle, Agnes and I will 
be there in our VW truck.  You might also try to wear past 
years Bugs in the Garden event t-shirts . 
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Classified Ads 
 
Wanted:This year will be my 50th graduation reunion from Niagara University. Does 
anyone have a '59 bug,bus ghia that I can borrow to drive for the weekend of 
Oct.10th 2009. I will trade my newly painted '66 for the weekend if you like. 
Thanks...Ed Barone e-mail: suebanded@aol.com  
 
For Sale:1989 Volkswagen Fox GL. White exterior, 4-speed, dealer installed air 
conditioning. Spare left front fender, spare front bumper. Runs and drives. For info 
contact John Gietzen at 716-803-2472. Vehicle is located in Cheektowaga. Lead from 
Gregg Zimmerman. 
 
For Sale:1989 Volkswagen Cabriolet. White exterior, white leather interior, 5-speed, 
power steering, power brakes, and air conditioning. Good top and boot. Runs and 
drives. For info contact John Gietzen at 716-803-2472. Vehicle is located in 
Cheektowaga. Lead from Gregg Zimmerman. 
 
For Sale:1971 Beetle in very good condition. Please call Ricardo Rivera at 716-336 
8590 
 
For Sale: 1969 Volkswagen Fastback for sale $3000.00 firm will trade for single 
cab.Car has a 1776cc with a freeway flyer transmission. Sliding ragtop, visor, 
lowered, Porsche 2 liter Mahles powdercoated black. Car is originally from 
Alabama. A real nice car. Call Tony Ricchiazzi at 716- 622-4241  
 
Wanted: Memoribilia from Kelly's Volkswagen.  Old photos from the dealership, sales 
promotions, license frames, posters, tools, etc.  Call 716-795-3569 or email 
busnutbob@gmail.com  if you have anything for sale related to Kelly's. 
 
Wanted:  Hot VWs magazine issues from Jan 09 to current.   Reply to Gene Melnyk 
at genmel.verizon.net or 716-636-0887.  Thanks  
For Sale: Camper that goes on top of a pickup truck. It has a stove and a spot for a 
refrigerator. Has some broken windows.  I think the body is aluminum. Price is $200 
firm. Call Ken Weinstein 716-689-6888 
For Sale: For Sale: 2 165 R15 Guardsman radial tires for classic Beetle (one tire 
never driven, still has nubs on the tread and the other has several hundred miles 
only).  Both for $90, no shipping charges or tire disposal fee.  The following body 
repair panel parts are for a ‘67 or older Beetle: right wheelhouse (the inner fender 
area where the bumper bolts onto) $25;  right lower wheelhouse (the inner fender 
area that joins with the heater channel) $12;  left rear fender, Italian reproduction 
$50.  65-66 rear decklid, rust free California piece, with licence plate light housing 
$70.  Contact Gene at 716-636-0887 or email at genmel@verizon.net.  Photos of the 
parts can be provided. 
For Sale: Seatcovers, aftermarket patterns -usually plaid vinyl in the center, and solid 
vinyl around the edges. $99 per car includes hogrings. Available for ’65 Beatle (blue), 
’70 Beatle ( black or red), Karmann-Ghia (orange), American cars with bench seats 
(1949-1980). Contact Ken Weinstein 716-689-6888 (nights) or e-mail 
KMW57@hotmail.com. 
SERVICE OFFERED: Line boring service for all Type 1 style engine cases from 
40HP up. Also available air cooled and water cooled engine and transmission re-
building. Consult services also available on site or internet.  Vince Harrington 716-
693-5510. No calls after 9:30pm  
For more local classifieds check flrvwc.com, vwccny.com, and 
Johnsbugshop.com 

Schmitt’s Audi VW 
You’re Gonna Love Our Deals !!!! 

5255 Genessee Street (half mile east of Transit Rd.) 
716-683-3343 

New Car Sales, Certified Pre-Owned, Service, 
 Collision Repair and Parts 
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VW Association of WNY presents 
Bugs in the Garden VW Meet 

 Saturday, July 11, 2009  9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 
Rose Garden  
Restaurant Grove  
2753 Wehrle Dr.  
Clarence, NY 
(Buffalo, NY area)   
(see map below) 
All VW models are welcome; classic airkewld or modern water pumper; ratty or radical, 
mild or wild; and anywhere in-between.  Show them for the fun of it, and receive a 
collectable gift compliment of VWAWNY.  All for no cost!  Woo Hoo! 

FREE Admission!   
FREE VW Vendor Space! 
FREE VW Car Corral   
Bring spare parts to swap. 
Food and drinks available from 
the Rose Garden. 
For more info, visit  www.VWAWNY.ORG or 
contact 716-636-0887 
Sponsorship Provided By: 

Also, come join us for the FREE Pre-
show Outback Kombi Kampout back 
in the grove the preceding evening 
(Friday July 10, 
2009).  
For more 
information on the 
Kombi Kampout, contact Joel 
atjcort@rochester.rr.com or 585-377-4161 
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Hospitality 
July Birthdays 
7/2    Terrie DeHos 
7/14   Gene Melnyk 
7/16   Bill Ellis 
7/17   Gary Moscato 
7/19   Marisol Mercado 
7/20   Giana Ricchiazzi 
 

If you would 
like to have 
your birthday 
and 
anniversary 
announced in 
KeyNotes, 
please contact 
Dick or Barb 
Meinhold at 
625-9555 or e-
mail 
dick5864@veri
zon.net. Only 
the day of the 
event will be 
listed unless 
requested 
otherwise.  
Thank You 

 

VWAWNY Tool Crib - Tools for loan, FREE! 
 
1) Door hinge pin press for vintage beetles and buses 
 
2) Steering wheel puller for vintage beetles and buses 
 
To borrow either of these tools, contact Bob at 716-795-3569 or email Busnutbob@hughes.net  
Refundable deposit required; details upon request  
 

July Anniversaries 
 
7/8   Bob and Lisa Cooke 
7/29  Anthony and Kenna DePinto 
 

Coming Events 
This information has been gathered from many sources. Before making any plans to attend any of these events, please confirm that the information 
is accurate, and that the event has not been changed or cancelled by contacting the website or phone number listed. 

 
July 11 : Bugs In The Garden. Our 21st annual show. Check out the flyer on www.vwawny.org or in this newsletter for 
details. 
 
August 2: Bug Bust 19 sponsored by FLRVWC. 
Check the website www.flrvwc.com for complete information. 
 
August 16: VWCCNY Car Show at Brewerton, NY. Check this site for the show flyer: 
http://www.vwccny.com/09%20VW%20Show%20Flyer-B.pdf 
 
August 22: Oinkerfest V at Doug and Mary Jo Syck’s estate. Roast pig, turkey & salt potatoes will be provided.  Bring 
a dish to pass, beverage of choice and chair.  RSVP by 8/1 to msyck@hotmail.com or 585-589-6880.  
 
September 12:  Annual Club Picnic at The Meinholds.  More details in the August newsletter. 
 
October 3:  Fall Foliage Cruise  Al Schuessler will organize a cruise from Eastern Hills, through East Aurora and the 
local countryside and end at his home in Cowlesville for a cookout. Full details in the September newsletter. 

Select Eurocars 
 
 “Specialist in VW and Audi 
Automobiles”!  Sales of 1997-
2007 VW Jetta, Golf, New Beetle, 
Gas and Diesel, Audi A4, A6, 
Quattro. Factory trained 
technicians for AAA Approved 
Service on all front engine 
models and tremendous parts 
selection. Less than 90 minutes 
away via I-90 East, exit 42, Right 
on 14S 2.9mi, left on Packwood 
Rd 3.4mi  0685 Waterloo-Geneva 
Rd Rts 5 & 20 Waterloo NY  
(315)-789-9368,  
www.SelectEuroCars.com 
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Bugs in the Garden Pre-show Event 

Outback Kombi Kampout 
At the Rose Garden Grove 

Friday, July 10, 2009 starting at dusk 
For all Kombis, Westies, Campers, 
Buses, Vanagons, and ?, come to the 
Rose Garden Grove Outback for a 
Kampout the evening before the 
Bugs in the Garden VW Meet.   
CAMPING IS FREE. Join the VW 
vagabonds for a special evening of 
socializing.  Campout with the VW 
diehards in the outback grove, and 
get your favorite spot at the show 
the following morning.  Bring your 
own grub, or have a bite to eat and 
drink at the Rose Garden (full 
service German & American quisine).  
All other Dubbers and Clubbers are 
welcome to join in. 

For more information on the Kombi 
Kampout, contact 
Joel at 
jcort@rochester.rr.
com or 585-377-4161  

 
Bugs in the Garden 09   Last Invitation!!!  
by Gene Melnyk 
 
 
Bugs in the Garden 09 is just days away.  The show will be held on July 11th, the second Saturday in July, 
from 9 am to 2 pm at the Rose Garden.  For the adventurous, come join us on Friday evening for the 
Outback Kombi Kampout.  As usual, the overnight stay is at no charge, and you can get your choice of 
locations in the morning for the show.  If you want to just come and hangout for a short stay, come on down.   
 
This show is the twelfth year for the Bugs in the Garden series and our 21st annual show when combined with 
the previous Bugfest series that started in the Falls.  As in previous shows, the event will be commemorated 
with a special lapel pin (the artwork is on the front page).  The gift give-away will be for the first 115 entrants.  
So, if you will, please mark your calendars, and set that day aside to attend the show.  We hope to see you 
there. 
 
As with the previous Bugs in the Garden shows, we will have a number of things going on this year which 
should make your visit to the show a little more interesting and worthwhile.  So if you want a pin, you need to 
show up at the show with your VW.  Drive, drag or trailer it in, it doesn’t matter.  We will have a number of 
raffles including a 50/50 raffle, and a promotional gift raffle courtesy of Kustom Works.  In order to win any 
of these raffle items, you need to be at the show, buy raffle tickets and be present at the drawing (near the 
conclusion of the show).  As with all previous show raffles, all the raffle proceeds will be donated to a local 
worthy charity (still undecided). 
 
Lastly, I have a number of 
volunteers for the show to help 
out with various duties.  What I 
do need are some relief workers 
throughout the event to give 
those who have been helping out 
a break and a chance to enjoy 
our show.  If you are willing and 
able, please see me or stop by 
the registration table to let us 
know, and we can find someone 
that may need a break. 
 
If you have some parts to sell, or 
are considering selling your 
prized VW for another, bring 
them along.  We have free 
vendor space for people with a 
large stash.  Otherwise, place 
them by your VW with a for sale 
sign.  I’m certain someone would 
be looking for some part that 
they need for their VW.  As for a 
whole car, there will be VW fans 
looking for their next dream VW. 
A few people drove away with 
good deals last year. 
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VWAWNY Memorabilia For Sale 
Show your pride of membership in one of the best VW clubs in the USA! 
 
Car flags - $10.00 Each 
 
Flags measure approximately 14” x 11”.  They are printed with the original club logo in white 
over blue on both sides and come attached to a durable plastic mounting pole.  The mount slips 
over the top edge of an up-down window.  If you don’t have an up-down window, the base can 
be modified to mount by other methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Car badges - $10.00 Each      The oldest car accessory 
 
Badges are a top quality cloisonné finished production casting.  The original design was to be 
black and red over a gold bronze colored background signifying German flag colors, however 
the company made a few in error that have a silver background.  Both gold and silver badges 
are still available in limited quantities.  Each weighs 4.7 ounces and has a weatherproof clear 
epoxy finish.  Mounting choices are a peel-and-stick backing or a single small screw stud with 
washer and nut.  From my own experience I can tell you that the adhesive sticks very well to a 
flat painted surface or window.  Removal can be accomplished by using a heat gun, with no 
paint damage. 

Because of the production error, we are able to offer either of these badges to 
club members for half the actual cost of $20 each!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Decals - $.50 Each 
 
Peel and stick decals are 
made to be applied to 
the inside of your car 
window.  Available in 3” 
and 3.5” diameters. 
 

All of these items 
were purchased in 
specific minimum 
quantities.  When 
they are gone, many 
items will not be 
ordered again 
because of the 
investment required.  
To purchase any of 
the above please 
contact Bob or 
Agnes at 716-795-
3569 or email 
Busnutbob@hughes
.net 
 

Patches - $5.00 Each 
 
These high quality patches are 
embroidered with white over dark 
blue, measure 3.5” in diameter 
and can be ironed on or sewn on 
your favorite jacket, blanket, car 
cover or whatever. 
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There is NO regular 
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The Bugs in the Garden ’09 pin is shown above. It will be given to the 
first 115 registrants. Remember, the show is free, so come on out. You 
know you want one of these, and it’s the only way to get one. 


