
KeyNotes  1 

 
vwawny.org                       published monthly for WNY VW enthusiasts April 2009 

 
 

 

  KKeeyyNNootteess  

   Next Meeting is April 15th  at The Rose Garden 7:30PM. 

EXECUTIVE COMMENTS 
By Allen Schuessler 
 
We were pleased to have two new members at our 
March meeting with Jake Jacobs and Ray Vanni both 
in attendance. Ray and I have been friends since the 
early sixties when we were both active members of 
the old area VW club-VWCWNY. We welcome Jake 
and Ray and trust they will find membership in 
VWAWNY a rewarding experience. 
 
 The annual events calendar is beginning to 
fill and soon the dates/events that have been 
finalized will be posted on our website calendar as 
well as listed in Keynotes. A helpful tip is to mark up 
your master home calendar with the various club 
dates to aid in planning your summer activities and 
eliminate schedule conflicts. We in the snow-belt do 
condense many activities into an all too short warm 
weather season but please consider that the essence 
of your appreciation of membership is in your 
participation. 
 
 In drawing your attention to our Website, I 
want to mention that there have been recent format 
changes to improve site navigation. Photos of BITG 
08’ have recently been posted as well. Our thanks to 
Webmaster Jeff Wescott for his continued 
commitment in providing us this very useful tool for 
promoting VWAWNY. Have you looked at the site 
recently? 
 
 President Ray Ball in his column last month 
touched on the subject of the anxiously awaited 
seasonal startup of our prized rides and related 
issues of safety. In preparing for that stellar fi rst ride 
may I share a few additional reminders frequently 
overlooked. Are your tires over ten years old, even 
though they have not sustained high mileage usage? 
Beware, conventional wisdom suggests that they 
should be replaced as the rubber degrades long 
before cracks appear. Have you checked and 
replaced the fuel hoses by the tank and engine in 

recent years? If not, raise your comprehensive 
insurance to cover the impending fire damage. Many 
authorities on the subject of modern fuels [gasoline] 
advise that today’s blends degrade faster than those 
of past years. Did you add stabil or equivalent last 
fall? It really is not expensive! Finally, resist the use 
of ether for that lazy first startup. Some 
knowledgeable folks suggest that the use of ether in 
a dry start on the VW and Porsche 356 boxer 
engines can result in bearing damage. An engine that 
has not been exercised for several months is 
exposed to a dry start because much of the oil has 
drained from the bearing surfaces. The intense 
detonation from ether can then stress and potentially 
damage the bearings. Want to take a chance? 
 
Green lights and Dry streets, 
Al 
 
Thanks Al. If anyone out there has more thoughts on 
bringing our precious cars out of storage, forward to 
my attention at mjl1147@verizon.net…..ed. 
 

 

Coming Events 
 
May 16:  mark your calendars now; but this event is 
still to be confirmed. The plan is for a Spring Cruise 
to Schmitt’s VW.  This will be confirmed soon. 
 
June 13:  2nd Annual St. Matthew Car Show. 9AM to 
3PM at St. Matthew’s School in North Tonanwanda. 
Elvis will be in the building for this show. 
 
July 11 : Bugs In The Garden. Our 21st annual show. 
More details coming soon. 
 
August 22: Oinkerfest V at Doug and Mary Jo Syck’s 
estate. More details to follow. 
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KeyNotes is published by the Volkswagen 
Association of Western New York, Inc. 
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non-members 
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Classified Ads 
 
For Sale: 1996 VW Golf. 98,000 miles . It is rusty around the edges, but runs and has 
been cared for with much TLC. $1,000 or B.O. If interested call 877-6013 or email at 
ddbeclark@verizon.net.  
For Sale:1971 Beetle in very good condition. Please call Ricardo Rivera at 716-3366 
8590 
For Sale: 1937/40 Ford Hood made for a Super Beetle at a very reasonable price. 
Dick Meinhold has seen it and he thinks it's a "steal". Call Tim at 716-649-4526. 
For Sale;  one NOS German right front fender for a '68 to '70 Beetle.  This is a VW 
factory fender, nothing like the crap they are selling now $85.00.  I also have other 
early (pre '67) Beetle fenders for various years.  They are not German, but good older 
reproduction fenders that fit well - some used, one NOS.  Email with your needs 
Busnutbob@hughes.net 
For Sale: Small collection of extra Johnnie Lighting 1/64 scale Volkswagens $6.00ea 
Call or email Don for list. 716-532-3647 or dondehos@yahoo.com  
For Sale: Seats type 1, 3 lowback and 1 highback $25.00 each / BO.   Doors type 1 
right side w/glass 1/’67 & 1/’68 $25.00 each / BO.   Doors typ 3 late left & right $25.00 
each / BO.   2 Mufflers 1-1200 $25.00 and 1-1500 $25.00 contact Don at 716-532-
3647 or dondehos@yahoo.com  
For Sale: Five (5)  5 ½” x 15” Pedrini alloy wheels from Porsche 914. 4 bolt pattern 
will also fit 4 bolt VW’s of the late 60’s to 70’s.  Very good condition, four of them 
have decent 195-60x15 tires mounted. $500.00 Call Mike at 716-875-5147 or e-mail 
mjl1147@verizon.net. 
For Sale: Camper that goes on top of a pickup truck. It has a stove and a spot for a 
refrigerator. Has some broken windows.  I think the body is aluminum. Price is $200 
firm. Call Ken Weinstein 716-689-6888 
For Sale: For Sale: 2 165 R15 Guardsman radial tires for classic Beetle (one tire 
never driven, still has nubs on the tread and the other has several hundred miles 
only).  Both for $90, no shipping charges or tire disposal fee.  The following body 
repair panel parts are for a ‘67 or older Beetle: right wheelhouse (the inner fender 
area where the bumper bolts onto) $25;  right lower wheelhouse (the inner fender 
area that joins with the heater channel) $12;  left rear fender, Italian reproduction 
$50.  65-66 rear decklid, rust free California piece, with licence plate light housing 
$70.  Contact Gene at 716-636-0887 or email at genmel@verizon.net.  Photos of the 
parts can be provided. 
For Sale: Seatcovers, aftermarket patterns -usually plaid vinyl in the center, and solid 
vinyl around the edges. $99 per car includes hogrings. Available for ’65 Beatle (blue), 
’70 Beatle ( black or red), Karmann-Ghia (orange), American cars with bench seats 
(1949-1980). Contact Ken Weinstein 716-689-6888 (nights) or e-mail 
KMW57@hotmail.com. 
SERVICE OFFERED: Line boring service for all Type 1 style engine cases from 
40HP up. Also available air cooled and water cooled engine and transmission re-
building. Consult services also available on site or internet.  Vince Harrington 716-
693-5510. No calls after 9:30pm  
For more local classifieds check flrvwc.com, vwccny.com, and 
Johnsbugshop.com 
 

Schmitt’s Audi VW 
You’re Gonna Love Our Deals !!!! 

5255 Genessee Street (half mile east of Transit Rd.) 
716-683-3343 

New Car Sales, Certified Pre-Owned, Service, 
 Collision Repair and Parts 
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Sixth Annual  
TRUE CANADIAN WINTER BUS CAMPOUT  
February 2009 
 

By Joel Cort ( jcort@rochester.rr.com ) 

Folks in the Southwest have the wonderful ability to go camping just about any weekend that they wish.  Heck, it is so 
nice that troupes of Canadians flock to the shores of Mexico and stay for months until returning north like the geese.   
Some of us in the Northeast do not have the luxury of escaping to somewhere warm and dry are forced to batten down 
the pop-top, drain the water tanks and prepare for about six months of NO CAMPING. 
 
Winter camping in the Northeast is restricted not only by fierce and inhospitable weather but mainly by the lack of 
accessible campgrounds.  However, the most restrictive factor to driving our vans in this climate is the tons and tons of 
salt that are thrown onto the roads each winter.  This works quite well in lowering the freezing point of water and keeping 
ice off the roads.  Conversely, this salty sludge works against our precious vans by inducing and accelerating the rusting 
process.  Most of us value our vans and do not like exposing them to this chemical bombardment each winter. 
 
For some there are no other options but to drive our vans in the winter.  Others who are willing to brave the element s and 
adverse road conditions get in our vans and go do some camping. Each year during the weekend following Valentines 
Day, we all look forward to the first camping event in the Northeast.  This event is referred to as the True Canadian 
Winter Bus Campout (TCWBC) and as the name implies, winter is tougher in Canada. The sixth year of this event was 
once again held in the wonderful regional park, Valens Conservation Area, which is located between Hamilton, 
Cambridge and Toronto in the Province of Ontario.  Ontario supports many park areas like this one and encourages the 
standard winter events and winter camping by providing access to facilities year-round. At Valens they do this by clearing 
off the snow at the campsites, keeping the power on and heating the facilities, including warm showers.  There is a 
frozen lake accessible for ice-fishing and some nice trails throughout the park available for hiking, mountain biking and 
cross-country skiing along with a nice wooded camping area.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Most campers were from the Greater Toronto Area but some traveled from as far away as London, Ontario and 
Rochester, NY.  The VW vans and other VW aficionados started showing up Saturday afternoon and gathered around 
the communal bonfire.  This year was slightly warmer than last with the mercury dropping down in the teens (F) or -10 C 
at night. It snowed most of the afternoon and evening, but we were all snug with electric heaters to warm up the inside of 
the vans.  All hats are off to Mike & Kristin who did not want to /could not bring their camper and slept in a tent out of their 
Audi! 
 
There were about 12 VW campers + 1 Audi at this event.  Mostly the air-cooled Bay-Window vans along with water-
cooled (warmed) Vanagons and one fast (as seen at Watkins) green EuroVan. Lots of drive-by VW visitors from the 
neighboring area showed up and opted not to camp out overnight but participated in hanging out by the campfire warmth. 
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After a warm meal, the evening festivities included sledding around, telling camping stories, and loading the fire with the 
available wood. We ran out of wood near midnight and most retired to their cozy vans.  Perfect night for a winter 
campout. 
 
Most of us slept well and by about 9 AM, we decided to break camp and have brunch at the local diner just a few miles 
down the road protected from the elements.  Everyone had a great time and we all talked about doing this again as we 
officially kicked off the 2009 camping season.  On my way home, I pulled into a car wash and cleaned the underbelly 
before putting the van back in the garage for the next outing. 
 
There are some pictures of this year’s event posted at: 
Vicki’s 
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2625050&id=681995728&ref=mf#/album.php?aid=63281&id=501144246  
Dave’s: 
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2625050&id=681995728&ref=mf 
 
Brenda’s: 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/album.php?aid=223839&id=815300383  
 
and of course the LiMBO photo album: 
http://www.limbobus.org/phpBB4/album_cat.php?cat_id=96  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A couple of intrepid Vanagons brave the elements in mid-February to reach The TCWBC 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Select Eurocars 
 “Specialist in VW and Audi Automobiles”!  Sales of 1997-2007 VW 
Jetta, Golf, New Beetle, Gas and Diesel, Audi A4, A6, Quattro. Factory 
trained technicians for AAA Approved Service on all front engine 
models and tremendous parts selection. Less than 90 minutes away 
via I-90 East, exit 42, Right on 14S 2.9mi, left on Packwood Rd 3.4mi  
0685 Waterloo-Geneva Rd Rts 5 & 20 Waterloo NY  (315)-789-9368,  
www.SelectEuroCars.com 
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Hospitality 
April Birthdays 
 
4/8  Barb Meinhold 
4/19 Mike Hausner 
4/20 Bob Cooke 
4/21 Michelle Charles 
4/22 Mary Juengel 
4/24 Dan Juengel 
4/25 Dan Ryan 
4/27 Dave Stuber 
4/29 Lisa Cooke 
 
 

If you would like to have 
your birthday and 
anniversary announced 
in KeyNotes, please 
contact Dick or Barb 
Meinhold at 625-9555 or 
e-mail 
dick5864@verizon.net. 
Only the day of the event 
will be listed unless 
requested otherwise.  
Thank You 

 

VWAWNY Tool Crib - Tools for loan, FREE! 
 
1) Door hinge pin press for vintage beetles and buses 
 
2) Steering wheel puller for vintage beetles and buses 
 
To borrow either of these tools, contact Bob at 716-795-3569 or email Busnutbob@hughes.net  
Refundable deposit required; details upon request  
 

 

Door hinge pin press pictured above, 
steering wheel puller shown at right 

April Anniversaries 
4/6  Dick and Barb Meinhold 
4/16 Fred and Renee Stahlecker 
4/22 Jim and Sandie Golden 
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VWAWNY Memorabilia For Sale 
Show your pride of membership in one of the best VW clubs in the USA! 
 
Car flags - $10.00 Each 
 
Flags measure approximately 14” x 11”.  They are printed with the original club logo in white 
over blue on both sides and come attached to a durable plastic mounting pole.  The mount slips 
over the top edge of an up-down window.  If you don’t have an up-down window, the base can 
be modified to mount by other methods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Car badges - $10.00 Each      The oldest car accessory 
 
Badges are a top quality cloisonné finished production casting.  The original design was to be 
black and red over a gold bronze colored background signifying German flag colors, however 
the company made a few in error that have a silver background.  Both gold and silver badges 
are still available in limited quantities.  Each weighs 4.7 ounces and has a weatherproof clear 
epoxy finish.  Mounting choices are a peel-and-stick backing or a single small screw stud with 
washer and nut.  From my own experience I can tell you that the adhesive sticks very well to a 
flat painted surface or window.  Removal can be accomplished by using a heat gun, with no 
paint damage. 

Because of the production error, we are able to offer either of these badges to 
club members for half the actual cost of $20 each!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Decals - $.50 Each 
 
Peel and stick decals are 
made to be applied to 
the inside of your car 
window.  Available in 3” 
and 3.5” diameters. 
 

All of these items 
were purchased in 
specific minimum 
quantities.  When 
they are gone, many 
items will not be 
ordered again 
because of the 
investment required.  
To purchase any of 
the above please 
contact Bob or 
Agnes at 716-795-
3569 or email 
Busnutbob@hughes
.net 
 

Patches - $5.00 Each 
 
These high quality patches are 
embroidered with white over dark 
blue, measure 3.5” in diameter 
and can be ironed on or sewn on 
your favorite jacket, blanket, car 
cover or whatever. 
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Several bays cruise to the True Canadian Winter Bus Campout 
2009. Article by Joel Cort inside. 


